2" HUANGSHAN DIALOGUE ON UNESCO SITES AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
"UNESCO SITES * CLIMATE CHANGE * SPACE TECHNOLOGIES"
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Huangshan Recommendation
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There are now more than 1,800 UNESCO designated World Heritage sites, international

biosphere reserves and UNESCO Global Geoparks covering billions of hectares of terrestrial,
freshwater, coastal, marine as well as human-influenced ecosystems such as urban and rural
cultural landscapes. They attract millions of visitors annually, and the wider landscapes in which

they are situated are homes to millions of people.
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These places have significant potential to contribute to a range of climate change mitigation and
adaptation strategies, particularly in the implementation of the Paris Agreement on Climate
Change adopted in December 2015 and as a contribution towards the 2030 Agenda and its 17
sustainable development goals (SDGs) adopted by the United Nations in September 2015. Such
contributions include education and awareness, research, disaster prevention and mitigation,
land and resource use change and adaptation. UNESCO designated sites have the potential to
play a particularly prominent role in demonstrating new and innovative approaches to climate
change adaptation in the tourism sector within the framework of the International Year of

Sustainable Tourism in Development in 2017.
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Satellite, air and ground-based sensing technologies and their applications for gathering,



analyzing and interpreting data are becoming at once increasingly sophisticated and accessible to
support research, management and planning for conservation and sustainable development of
the world’s natural and cultural heritage. These technologies will play a critical role in
strengthening UNESCO sites contributions towards effective climate change mitigation and

adaptation strategies and reaching the SDGs.
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From 11 to 15 September 2016, over 150 experts and practitioners in space technologies, World
Heritage, Biosphere Reserve and UNESCO Global Geopark policy coordination and management,
as well as administrators of city and land resources agencies from nearly 30 countries gathered in
Huangshan City - home to the Huangshan World Cultural and Natural Heritage site and Global
Geopark. Drawing on a total of 36 presentations, as well as panel sessions and discussions,
insights and ideas for future action were formulated. Participants observe that monitoring and
evaluating system of tourist resorts initially developed by Mt. Huangshan Administrative Committee
and its partners are noted its relevance to the achievement of the SDGs of the United Nations.
The participants of the 2 Huangshan Dialogue also committed to advancing their collaboration
for the exchange of information, knowledge and experience on the use of UNESCO designated

sites for climate change mitigation and adaptation.
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Experts, policy-makers and practitioners participating in the 2" Huangshan Dialogue, on

“UNESCO sites - climate change - space technologies” in Huangshan City, China, from 11 to 15
September 2016,
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Expressing their sincere appreciation to HIST (Int’l Centre on Space Technologies for Natural and



Cultural Heritage under the auspices of UNESCO), RADI (Institute of Remote Sensing and Digital
Earth of the Chinese Academy of Sciences), UNESCO and the Mt. Huangshan Administrative
Committee for convening the 2" Huangshan Dialogue and the hope that they will continue their

collaboration in convening future dialogues every two years.
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Recognizing the potential for World Heritage sites, Biosphere Reserves and UNESCO Global
Geoparks to serve as experimental and learning sites for context-specific climate change
mitigation and adaptation strategies for natural and cultural heritage conservation, sustainable
tourism planning, disaster prevention and monitoring, and the strengthening of links between

conservation and sustainable development of regions and peoples where these sites are located.
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Emphasizing the potential role of space-, air- and ground-based sensing technologies and
associated GIS and other applications, in reconstructing and understanding past climate change
as well as to model and foresee future scenarios for UNESCO designated places and surrounding

areas in the context of on-going and future climate change trends.
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Call upon UNESCO, HIST, UNESCO National Commissions, UNESCO National Committees
responsible for coordinating the work of the World Heritage Convention, the Man and the
Biosphere Programme (MAB) and the International Geoscience and Geopark Program (IGGP) and
authorities responsible for the management of UNESCO designated sites to use these sites in
order to:
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® Document and disseminate knowledge on past climate change, particularly well-illustrated
in many UNESCO Global Geoparks, to raise awareness of local communities and the general



public of the causes and consequences of global climate change and their implications for
people and societies;
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Document and disseminate information and data on the risks facing UNESCO-designated
sites and their surrounding land and seascapes with regard to natural and human-induced
disasters, and on predictions for climate change and related impact on future risks and
vulnerabilities;
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Identify cultural heritage monuments and artifacts that may face inevitable decay or
disappearance due to climate change impacts or consequences (e.g. sea-level rise) and
encourage the use of virtual reality and other appropriate technology to establish their 3-D
images and other copies for archives to benefit future generations;
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Collate, synthesize and disseminate information on on-going changes on ecosystems,
habitats and species distribution patterns in UNESCO-designated sites in response to climate
change, and encourage the building of scenarios and models on how management of the
sites and surrounding land and seascapes could respond to such changes;
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Encourage collaboration between states to develop a data and information repository for
the UNESCO sites such that the information is universally available.

SR FE 5K B JE T A/ 5 UNESCO 44 st it (5 B %, Skl BBkt =

Use UNESCO-designated sites in globally and regionally critical ecosystems, e.g. “the Third
Pole” or the Himalayan Range to record on-going climate-driven changes and predict their
potential future trajectories and their consequences for economies and people;
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Explore the possibilities for linking the Digital Belt and Road (DBAR) of RADI to create digital
databases and other educational and information products for a selected number of
UNESCO-designated sites in the countries along Continental and Maritime Silk Road;
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Initiate and/or contribute to discussions and seminars and workshops and launch projects
and special initiatives during the International Year of Sustainable Tourism in Development
in 2017 to illustrate the role space technologies could play in addressing site-specific and
regional impacts of tourism practice and in identifying potential UNESCO-designated sites
where the tourism sector could launch new initiatives to demonstrate green and low carbon

development;

KRB F14E 2017 FEBRA] RFSLR T A R A IIIRI 28 IS S AN SE ST BT, T R T H AR 3
A8, PSRBT R FH 225 R A PAGE T i X e 7 B X3 AN RS20, A
S UNESCO 44 538 7™ 1l X AE T il /7 T8 R A SIG it P ¢ € fERBIR A FRR T 28 4 5

demonstrate how data and analysis systems can be used for evidence based decision making
and participative site management to harmonize conflicting laws and policies hence lead to

good governance at various levels;
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Promote the use of UNESCO sites as models of sustainable and resilient societies for
delivering 2030 Agenda as part of the local and national development plans;
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Liaise with institutions responsible for infrastructure, construction, trade and transport
sector development along China’s One Belt One Road (OBOR) initiative and use UNESCO
designated places to launch studies and initiatives to minimize impacts and threats to
concerned UNESCO-designated sites as well as to promote “people-to-people” scientific and
cultural exchanges between site authorities and other concerned stakeholders;
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Work with interested UNESCO-designated sites to develop new and innovative
communication resources derived from space technologies - including maps, satellite images,



3D imaging and animation — introducing visitors to the particular climate change impacts

facing each site;
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Institute a systematic mechanism by which the rich experience on the application of space
technologies to cultural and natural heritage is systematically fed into the management and
monitoring processes through UNESCO and the States Parties concerned;
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Promote Synergies in the application of remote sensing techniques for education, research,
conservation and management activities in UNESCO sites with multiple designations.
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Link to concerned UN bodies, e.g. UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
and associate financial (Green Climate Fund) and research (Global Green Growth Institute)
organizations to explore the launching of projects and initiatives on the use of
UNESCO-designated sites for climate change mitigation and adaptation with the use of space

technology and other relevant modern technology applications.
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Huangshan City, Anhui Province, China

14 September 2016
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