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   As the material evidence of the ancient civilization, heritage 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

and cultural development in a particular period. 

the Tower of Buddhist Incense 



    Today, we take the Tower of Buddhist 
Incense in the Summer Palace as our 
research subject.  
    As the symbol of the Summer Palace, 
the Tower of Buddhist Incense, containing 
profound historical and cultural 
connotation, represents the highest 
achievement of traditional Chinese 
architectural art. The octagonal, three-
storied and quadruple-eaves wood-
constructed tower is built on a 20-metre-
high granite platform with the Longevity 
Hill in the north and the Kunming Lake in 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǊŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǎƻƭƛŘ ƭƛƎƴǳƳǾƛǘŀŜ 
column served as pillars supporting the 
36.47-metre-high tower. 



Due to disrepair, natural disasters, climate change and human 
activities, there is great danger facing many ancient buildings.  
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Most of the paint has been scratched away 

Pests damaged the wooden pillar   



Therefore, it has become 
an imminent global 
problem that how to apply 
advanced technologies and 
methods to the 
documentation of the 
historical background and 
actualities of heritage 
buildings, which could 
provide sufficient and 
accurate data for the 
monitoring, preservation 
and restoration of ancient 
buildings. 


