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“Learning to live within the 

environmental limits of our 

planet and to build a just, 

equitable and peaceful 

society”

I. Bokova



1 Strengthening STI Policy and the science-policy interface; 2 Enhancing capacity-building; 3 Mobilizing LINKS and SIDS; 

4 Expanding global cooperation in the geological sciences; 5 Enhancing DRR; 6 Strengthening the use of biosphere 

reserves as learning places; 7 Strengthening responses to local, regional and global water security challenges

The UNESCO Designated Sites, our 

comparative advantage



Performance indicators Tentative targets

PI 1: Number of joint initiatives developed by 
UNESCO designated sites, in particular 
UNESCO Global Geoparks (UGG) and 
biosphere reserves (BR) which have 
demonstrated sustainable development 
solutions under different ecological, 
geological, social and cultural contexts to 
support the SDGs. 

At least ten UGG and BR cooperating together 
to demonstrate sustainable development 
solutions. 

P2: Number of meetings of the Liaison Group 
of UNESCO-designated sites to promote the 
coordination of synergies between World 
Heritage Sites, BR and UGG towards SDG 
targets.

T1: 1-2 meetings annually to recommend joint 
actions to identify possible overlap and 
promote synergies of designated sites. 

ER 7: Member States have increased their capacity to develop 

UNESCO designated sites as learning sites for inclusive and 

comprehensive approaches to social, environmental and economic 
aspects of sustainable development. 

Specific objectives (ER) inscribed in 

our Work Plan for 2018-2019





Biosphere reserves are ‘Science for 

Sustainability support sites’ – special 

places for testing interdisciplinary 

approaches to understanding and 

managing changes and interactions 

between social and ecological systems, 

including conflict prevention and 

management of biodiversity.



Our mission for the period 2015-2025 is to:

• develop and strengthen models of sustainable 

development in the WNBR;

• communicate the experiences and lessons learned

(global diffusion and application of these models);

• support evaluation and high-quality management, 

strategies and policies for SD and planning;

• help Member States and stakeholders to urgently 

meet the SDGs through experiences from the WNBR, 

particularly through exploring and testing policies, 

technologies and innovations for the sustainable 

management of biodiversity and natural resources 

and mitigation and adaptation to CC.





ABOUT UNESCO 

GLOBAL GEOPARK
UNESCO Global Geoparks 
are single, unified 
geographical areas where 
sites and landscapes of 
international geological 
significance are managed 
with a holistic concept of 
protection, education and 
sustainable development. 





POLICY FOR THE INTEGRATION OF A SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVE INTO THE PROCESSES OF THE 

WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION
This policy document was adopted by the General 

Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention at its 20 
Session (Paris, 2015), by its Resolution 20 GA 13.

In addition to protecting the OUV of World 
Heritage properties, States Parties should, 

therefore, recognise and promote the 
properties' inherent potential to contribute to all 

dimensions of sustainable development and 
work to harness the collective benefits for 

society, also by ensuring that their conservation 
and management strategies are aligned with 

broader sustainable development objectives. In 
this process, the properties’ OUV should not be 

compromised. (Art. 4)
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States Parties should further recognise that, for 
many World Heritage properties, achieving 

sustainable development will require acting at a 
scale that is much larger than the property itself and 
that, in the process, some dimensions of sustainable 
development may prove to be of greater relevance 
than others. Thus, States Parties should integrate 

conservation and management approaches for 
World Heritage properties within their larger 

regional planning frameworks, giving consideration 
in particular to the integrity of socio-ecological 

systems. (Art. 10)

























Multi-stakeholder involvement in 

management is a MUST when…

• Sites are large and/or complex territories, 

covering more than one administrative entity;

• Management responsibilities are therefore 

shared by more than one 

administrative/managerial entity;

• Purposes/objectives of management are 

multiple, in particular when referring to 

achieving SDGs;

• Concerned sectors of society are many.
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2007 - Atto d’Intesa Comitato di Pilotaggio
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And if you want to add complexity…

• Overlapping designations;

• Networks and Clusters of UNESCO 

designations;

• Transboundary contexts.
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1. From top down to bottom up and community 

based conservation

2. From enforcement of laws to voluntary

cooperation towards common goals

3. From management plans to management 

systems

4. From sectoral instruments to integration

mechanisms

Working towards achieving SS calls for 

innovation in management approaches



Coordination and integration in practice

1. Mapping the responsibilities

2. Sharing a vision - Agreeing on objectives

3. From Management Plan towards Sustainable

Development Plan

4. The integration of conservation and SD 

objectives into existing sectoral and land use 

plans as well as development projects
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5. Il prossimo sito?

http://whc.unesco.org/nwhc/pages/home/pages/homepage.htm
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Citrus and olive groves, 
vineyards, almond trees, 
rice paddies…

Leading sector
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Buffer Zone

PALAV

Medio Corso 

del Piave

Area del 

Sandonatese

PALALVO
Fontane 

Bianche

Delta del Po

Definizione della Buffer  Zone



Dolomites

Venice and its 

Lagoon

Po Delta



Integration across the scales, policies, 

borders…



THANK YOU


