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History of Chinaôs World Heritage1



Å 1985:

China acceded to the     

ȇWorld Heritage Convention Ȉ

Å 1987:

Chinaôs first batch of properties    

inscribed on the WH List



Å 2012:

As of 2012, a total of 43 properties

from China have been inscribed on

the World Heritage List, of which:

30 cultural

9   natural

4   mixed



Å The makeup of Chinaôsworld heritage

30 cultural sites, 70% of the total

9 natural sites, 21% of the total

4 mixed sites,  9% of the total
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Chinaôs 43 properties 

Ѓ2012Є

Worldôs 962 propertiesЃ2012Є
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Å The makeup of Chinaôsworld heritage



Chinaôs existing World Heritages

(2012)

2



Å 1987: (6)

Å 1990: (1)

Mount Huangshan

The Great Wall

Imperial Palace of the Ming and Qing Dynasties

Mount Taishan

Mogao Caves

Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor

Peking Man Site at Zhoukoudian



Å 1992: (3)
Jiuzhaigou Valley Scenic and Historic Interest Area

Huanglong Scenic and Historic Interest Area

Wulingyuan Scenic and Historic Interest Area

Å 1994: (4)

The Mountain Resort & its Outlying Temples in Chengde

Temple and Cemetery of  Confucius and the  Kong 

Family Mansion in Qufu

Ancient Building Complex  in  the Wudang Mountains

Historic Ensemble of the Potala Palace, Lhasa



Å 1996: (2)
Lushan National Park

Mt. Emei and Leshan Giant Buddha

Å 1997: (3)

The Old Town of Lijiang

The Ancient City of Ping Yao

Classical Gardens of Suzhou

Å 1998: (2)

Summer Palace, an Imperial Garden in Beijing 

Temple of Heaven



Å 1999: (2)

Dazu rock Carvings 

Mount Wuyi

Å 2000: (4)

Longmen Grottoes

Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties

Qincheng and the Dujiangya Irrigation System

Ancient Villages in Southern Anhui - Xidi and Hongcun

Å 2001: (1)

Yungang Grottoes



Å 2003: (1)

Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas

Å 2004: (1)
Capital cites and tombs of the ancient Koguryo Kingdom

Å 2005: (1)
Historic Centre of Macao

Å 2006: (2)
Yin Xu

Sichuan Giant Panda Sanctuaries



Å 2007: (2)

Kaiping Diaolou  and Villages

South Cnina Karst

Å 2008: (2)

Fujian Tulou

Mount Sanqingshan National Park



Å 2009: (1)

Mount Wutai

Å 2010: (2)

Historic Monuments of Dengfeng in 

ľThe Centre of Heaven and EarthĿ

China Danxia



Å 2011: (1)

West Lake Cultural 

Landscape of Hangzhou

Å 2012: (2)

Site of Xanadu

Chengjiang Fossil Site

http://www.google.com.hk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.regrowhairs.info/pic/xinhu2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://hhotnews.blogspot.com/2010_07_01_archive.html&h=329&w=510&sz=330&tbnid=OnzOkqKyLrZ56M:&tbnh=85&tbnw=131&prev=/search%3Fq%3D%25E6%259D%25AD%25E5%25B7%259E%25E8%25A5%25BF%25E6%25B9%2596%2B%25E6%25B8%2585%25E6%2599%25B0%25E5%259B%25BE%25E7%2589%2587%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=%E6%9D%AD%E5%B7%9E%E8%A5%BF%E6%B9%96+%E6%B8%85%E6%99%B0%E5%9B%BE%E7%89%87&hl=zh-CN&usg=__N4Io32xEdaTR-rYgUBYFEXjJ1oE=&sa=X&ei=ZOD9TdzyA4usugPc_smEAw&ved=0CBUQ9QEwAA
http://www.google.com.hk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.regrowhairs.info/pic/xinhu2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://hhotnews.blogspot.com/2010_07_01_archive.html&h=329&w=510&sz=330&tbnid=OnzOkqKyLrZ56M:&tbnh=85&tbnw=131&prev=/search%3Fq%3D%25E6%259D%25AD%25E5%25B7%259E%25E8%25A5%25BF%25E6%25B9%2596%2B%25E6%25B8%2585%25E6%2599%25B0%25E5%259B%25BE%25E7%2589%2587%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=%E6%9D%AD%E5%B7%9E%E8%A5%BF%E6%B9%96+%E6%B8%85%E6%99%B0%E5%9B%BE%E7%89%87&hl=zh-CN&usg=__N4Io32xEdaTR-rYgUBYFEXjJ1oE=&sa=X&ei=ZOD9TdzyA4usugPc_smEAw&ved=0CBUQ9QEwAA


Chinaôs natural and mixed  properties3



üSize: 9,600,000 Km²

¸China is China is a big country with superlative natural 

endowment

üN-S: 5,500 km

üE-W: 5,200 km

üCoastline: 18,000 Km 

üAltitudinal range: > 8,000 m

ÅBackground



¸China is one of the few countries with rich biodiversity  

(megadiversity country)

üHigher plant: ̘ 30,000 species

üVertebrate: 6,347 species

üMammal: 394 species

üBird: 1,244 species

üFish: 3,862 species

éé





¸China is one of the few countries with high geodiversity

Everest, 8844m asl





¸China is one of the few countries with rich landscape 

diversity



Â 9 existing natural properties

Jiuzhaigou

Huanglong

Wulingyuan

Three Parallel Rivers

Giant Panda Sanctuaries

South Cnina Karst

Mount Sanqingshan

China Danxia

Chengjiang Fossil Site



Jiuzhaigou Valley Scenic  

and Historic Interest Area

Location: Sichuan Province

Year:         1992

Criteria:    N (vii)



Its superb landscapes are particularly interesting for their

series of narrow conic karst land forms and spectacular

waterfalls.

WH Committee



Huanglong Scenic and 

Historic Interest Area

Location: Sichuan Province

Year:        1992

Criteria:    N (vii) 



In addition to its mountain landscape, diverse forest

ecosystems can be found, as well as spectacular limestone

formations, waterfalls and hot springs.

WH Committee



Wulingyuan Scenic and 

Historic Interest Area

Location: Hunan Province

Year:        1992

Criteria:   N (vii) 



The site is dominated by more than 3,000 narrow sandstone 

pillars and peaks, many over 200 m high.

WH Committee



Three Parallel Rivers of 

Yunnan Protected Areas

Location: Yunnan Province

Year:         2003

Criteria:    N (vii) (viii) (ix) (x)



The 1.7 million hectare site features sections of the upper reaches of

three of the great rivers of Asia: the Yangtze (Jinsha), Mekong and

Salween run roughly parallel, north to south, through steep gorges which,

in places, are 3,000 m deep and are bordered by glaciated peaks more

than 6,000 m high. The site is an epicentre of Chinese biodiversity. It is

also one of the richest temperate regions of the world in terms of

biodiversity.

WH Committee



Sichuan Giant Panda 

Sanctuaries

Location: Sichuan Province

Year:        2006

Criteria: N (x) 



The sanctuaries constitute the largest remaining contiguous 

habitat of the giant panda, a relict from the paleo-tropic 

forests of the Tertiary Era.

WH Committee



South Cnina Karst

Location: Yunnan, Guizhou, Chongqing

Year:        2007

Criteria: N (vii) (viii)



South China is unrivalled for the diversity of its karst features

and landscapes. The site presents a coherent serial property

comprising three clusters: Libo Karst, Shilin Karst and

Wulong Karst. South China Karst represents one of the

world's most spectacular examples of humid tropical to sub-

tropical karst landscapes.

WH Committee



Mount Sanqingshan 

National Park

Location: Jiangxi Province

Year:        2008

Criteria:  N (vii) 



Mount Sanqingshan National Park displays a unique array of

forested, fantastically shaped granite pillars and peaks

concentrated in a relatively small area. The looming, intricate

rock formations intermixed with delicate forest cover and

combined with ever-shifting weather patterns created a

landscape of arresting beauty.

WH Committee



China Danxia

Location:  Six provinces 

in south China

Year:          2010

Criteria:     N (vii) , (viii)



China Danxia is the name given in China to landscapes

developed on continental red terrigenous sedimentary beds

influenced by endogenous forces (including uplift) and

exogenous forces (including weathering and erosion). They

are characterized by spectacular red cliffs and a range of

erosional landforms, including dramatic natural pillars,

towers, ravines, valleys and waterfalls.

WH Committee



Chengjiang Fossil Site

Location:  Yunnan Province

Year:          2012

Criteria:     N (viii)



The rocks and fossils of the Chengjiang Fossil Site present

an outstanding and extraordinarily preserved record that

testifies to the rapid diversification of life on Earth during the

early Cambrian period, 530 million years before present.

WH Committee



Location:  Shandong Province

Year:        1987

Criteria:   C (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi)

N (vii)

Mount Taishan

Â 4 mixed properties



Mount Sanqingshan National Park displays a unique array of

forested, fantastically shaped granite pillars and peaks

concentrated in a relatively small area. The looming, intricate

rock formations intermixed with delicate forest cover and

combined with ever-shifting weather patterns created a

landscape of arresting beauty.

WH Committee



Location: Anhui Province

Year:        1990

Criteria:   C (ii) 

N (vii) (x)

Mount Huangshan

Å4 mixed sites



Huangshan, known as 'the loveliest mountain of China', was acclaimed

through art and literature during a good part of Chinese history (e.g. the

Shanshui 'mountain and water' style of the mid-16th century). Today it

holds the same fascination for visitors, poets, painters and

photographers who come on pilgrimage to the site, which is renowned for

its magnificent scenery made up of many granite peaks and rocks

emerging out of a sea of clouds.

WH Committee



Location: Sichuan Province

Year:         1996

Criteria:    C (iv) (vi) 

N (x)

Mt. Emei and Leshan Giant 

Buddha

Å4 mixed sites



Mount Emei is also notable for its exceptionally diverse

vegetation, ranging from subtropical to subalpine pine

forests. Some of the trees there are more than 1,000 years old.

WH Committee



Location: Fujian Province

Year:        1999

Criteria:   C (iii) (vi)

N (vii) (x)

Mount Wuyi

Å4 mixed sites



Mount Wuyi is the most outstanding area for biodiversity conservation in

south-east China and a refuge for a large number of ancient, relict species,

many of them endemic to China. The serene beauty of the dramatic

gorges of the Nine Bend River, with its numerous temples and

monasteries, many now in ruins, provided the setting for the development

and spread of neo-Confucianism, which has been influential in the

cultures of East Asia since the 11th century.

WH Committee
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¸Sites and number of criterion satisfied

ü9 natural sites 

ü4 mixed sites



¸Criteria used
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Chinaôs natural and mixed  properties

on the Tentative List 
4



ÅChinaôsTentative List (Revised 2010 )

¸ In total 50 proposed sites

(including extension programs)

ü 29 cultural sites

ü12 natural sites

ü9 mixed sites



Å 29 cultural sites

É Ancient Porcelain Kiln Site in China: The Yue-Kiln Site at Shanglin Lake

É Ancient Residences in Shanxi and Shaanxi Provinces

É Archaeological Sites of the Ancient Shu State

É Baiheliang Ancient Hydrological Inscription

ÉChinese Section of the Silk Road

ÉCity Walls of the Ming and Qing Dynasties

ÉDiaolou Buildings and Villages for Tibetan and Qiang Ethnic Groups

ÉDong Nationality Villages in Southeast Guizhou Province

ÉExpansion Project of Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties

ÉExtension Project of Ancient Villages in South Anhui Province

ÉExtension Project of Classical Gardens of Suzhou

ÉExtension Project of Temple and Cemetery of Confucius and the Kong

Family Mansion in Qufu

ÉFenghuang Ancient City



É Liangzhu Archaeological Site

É Lingqu Canal

É Miao Nationality Villages in Southeast Guizhou Province

É Pagoda, Library Caves and Stone Tablets of sutra of Yunju Temple

ÉShanxi BusinessmenôsCourtyard Houses

ÉSite of Ancient Copper Mine

ÉSite of Southern Yue State

ÉSite of the Qi State Capital and the Mausoleum of King of the Qi State at Linzi

ÉSites for Liquor Making in China

ÉSlender West Lake and Historic Urban Area in Yangzhou

ÉThe Ancient Waterfront Towns in the South of Yangtze River

ÉThe Grand Canal

ÉThe Niuheliang Archaeological Site

ÉThe Rock Painting of the Mountain Huashan

ÉKarez Wells



Å 12 natural sites

¸China Altay (2010)

¸Dongzhai Port Nature Reserve (1996)

¸ Heaven Pit and Ground Seam Scenic Spot (2001)

¸Jinfushan Scenic Spot (2001)

¸Poyang Nature Reserve (1996)

¸Taklimakan DesertðPopulus euphratica Forests (2010)

¸Shennongjia Nature Reserve (1996)

¸The Alligator Sinensis Nature Reserve (1996)

¸The Lijiang River Scenic Zone at Guilin (1996)

¸Wudalianchi Scenic Spots (2001)

¸Karakorum-Pamir (2010)

¸Xinjiang Tianshan (2010)



¸ 12 natural sites

Date of submission

1996    5 Sites

2001    3 Sites

2010    4 Sites

25%
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33%
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0%

1996 
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¸China Altay
(XinjiangAutonomous Region)



¸Dongzhai Port Nature Reserve
(Hainan Province)



¸Heaven Pit and Ground Seam Scenic Spot
(Chongqing City)



¸Jinfushan Scenic Spot
(Chongqing City)



¸Karakorum-Pamir
(XinjiangAutonomous Region)



¸Poyang Nature Reserve
(Jiangxi Province)



¸Shennongjia Nature Reserve
(Hubei Province)



¸ Taklimakan DesertðPopulus euphratica Forests
(XinjiangAutonomous Region)



¸The Alligator Sinensis Nature Reserve
(Anhui Province)



¸The Lijiang River Scenic Zone at Guilin
(Guangxi Autonomous Region)



¸Wudalianchi Scenic Spots
(Heilongjiang Province)



¸Xinjiang Tianshan
(XinjiangAutonomous Region)



Dali Chanshan Mountain and Erhai Lake Scenic Spot (2001)

Haitan Scenic Spots (2001)

Hua Shan Scenic Area (2001)

Maijishan Scenic Spots (2001)

Nanxi River (2001)

The Four Sacred Mountains as an Extension of Mt. Taishan (2008)

Yalong, Tibet (2001)

Yandang Mountain (2001)

Yangtze Gorges Scenic Spot (2001)

Å 9 mixed sites



11% 0%0%0%

0%

89%

2008 

2001 

2001    8 Sites

2008    1 Site

¸9 mixed sites

Date of submission



Dali Chanshan Mountain and Erhai Lake Scenic Spot
(Yunnan Province)



Haitan Scenic Spots
(Fujian Province)



Hua Shan Scenic Area
(Shanxi Province)



Maijishan Scenic Spots
(Gansu Province)



Nanxi River
(Zhejiang Province)



The Four Sacred Mountains as an Extension of Mt.

Taishan
(Shanxi, Henan, Shanxi, Hunan)



Yalong, Tibet
(Tibet Autonomous Region)


