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Whatis China?

Three points in time:

A Emperor Qin Shihuang (3 century BC i the
first emperor to unite the whole China,but a
famous tyrant);

. the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976);
(égand Tiananmen Square (June 4" 1989).
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A The cause of heritage protection seems to be
against the natural law.

A There are ways to contribute to good health and
longevity, yet there is no drug or medicine for
Immortality.

,"Global principles and the ways and approaches
A5 of protection in different cultural traditions and

pecific contexts are interesting, beneficial and
inevi ole topics worthy of our constant efforts.
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There is a long history of the philosophy and
practice of urban planning, architectural
aesthetics and the relationship between man
and environment in China.

The urban planning and construction recorded In

- Rites of Zhou: On Craftsmanship, written over
2,000 years ago in the Zhou Dynasty, have

become the golden rules for thousands of years,

according to which many cities in ancient China
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AGuided by the philosophy
man and natureo for near
people have created a beautiful and oriental
homeland In their pursuit of the harmony.

A The Feng Shui theory is the famous guideline for
- the construction or the location and arrangement
(;,ef towns villages and others.

‘\A.\Rellglous Influence often reached beyond political
trah§formatlon

SO0 e O DN SR S JL...L.__..L., Sl

- P Sy g .- T R — T e g ——’r- -~

_..__f[w[._._.AL - J[........,_..L........._JL,, e b - [.......__..J[:_ ._JL.M...;




a7y, U G |:f b i / At LA

A 1934, the Law on the Protection of Antiquities.
Nrestoring the heritage

A” Thisisnota apt and graphic translation of the original
meaning of this Chinese motto™

‘IAtheLaw of the Peopleds Re
: he Protection of Cultural Relics, which specifies

Vt nNnthe principle of |
he original state mu:¢
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A series of theories, a framework and
specific provisions are included in the
Principles for the Conservation of Heritage
Sites in China,

- composed by a team led by
f/szOMOS/Chma and approved as the
- official guidance by the State
A&mmlstratlon of Cultural Heritage.
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Principles
for the p
Conservation - A “ePrinciples
45 forthe Conservation

O_f I_!e”tage of Heritage Sites
Sits in China | in China

-4 English-langua ge Text
. : :
\ Editzd by Navilla A enew ard Martha Damas
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Peace and development are central themes in
contemporary society.

Mut ual understanding of on
promotes cultural exchange among countries and
regions, and serves the interest of world peace and
common development.

Chinads magnificent sites
various ethnic groups of China but are also the
commonwealth of all humanity; they belong not only to

_ the present generation but even more to future

_ generations.

Thus itf?_'ie the responsibility of all to bequeath these sites
to fut’u're generations with their full integrity and
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Chinaos devéIOpment of mo
for the conservation of its heritage began in the 20th
century during the 1930s.

The Peopleds Republic of
conserved many heritage sites that were in danger of
being completely lost and, at the same time, has
developed conservation theories and guidelines that
accord with national conditions.

The national government has promulgated the Law of
t he Peopledos Republic of
Cultural Relics as well as interrelated laws and
regulations.

The Principles for the Conservation of Heritage Sites

In China have been specifically written with these laws
and regulations as their basis, while drawing upon the
Venice Chartero the most representative document of
mternatlnl prlnC|pIes In thls fleld




Artlcle 2

nistoric settings.
The aim of conservation Is to

The purpose of these Principles is to ensure good
oractice in the conservation of heritage sites.
Conservation refers to all measures carried out to
oreserve the physical remains of sites and their

preserve the authenticity

of all the elements of the entire heritage site and to
retain for the future its historic information and all its

values.

Conservation in practice Invo
damage caused by natural pr

ves treatment of
ocesses and human

actions and prevention of furt

ner deterioration, using

both technical and management measures.

All conservatlon measures must observe the principle
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Artical 12

Based upon the results of assessment, the formal
proclamation of the site as an officially protected entity
and its classification must be made by the relevant
level of government.

All sites that have been proclaimed as protected
entities are subject to four legal prerequisites:
A demarcation of the boundaries of the site;

Aerection of a plaque decl ar |
protected entity;

A creation of an archive for records;
A designation of an organization or person dedicated to the
- management of the site.
A buffer zone should also be established to control
development around the si
the .natural and cultural Iandscape
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Article 19
Intervention should be minimal.

Apart from routine maintenance, there should
be no intervention on parts of a building or site
that are not at imminent risk of serious damage.
Intervention should only be undertaken when
absolutely necessary and then should be kept
to a minimum.

- The main goals of conservation and
management measures are to preserve the
sItedos exlsting condi t




Artlcle 21
Physical remains should be conserved In their historic
condition without loss of evidence.
Respect for the significance of the physical remains
must guide any restoration; vestiges and traces of
significant events and persons must be preserved.
Technical interventions should not compromise
subsequent treatment of the original fabric.

The results of intervention should be unobtrusive when

compared to the original fabric or to previous
treatments, but still should be distinguishable.

Detailed archival records of all restoration should be
kept and there should be permanent sighage




Article 23

Appropriate aesthetic criteria should be
observed.

The aesthetic value of a site derives from its
hlstorlc authenticity.

(%ratlons to the historic condition may not be
for cosmetic purposes or to attain
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Article 24
A The setting of a heritage site must be conserved.

A Natural and cultural landscapes that form part of a
siIteds setting contribute
be integrated with its conservation.

A Elements in the setting that are potentially hazardous
or that may adversely affect the landscape must be
- addressed.

A '6§ersight and management of the setting should be
|mpered and appropriate conservation and
management measures proposed when needs are




Article 25

A building that no longer survives should not be

reconstructed.

Only Iin specially approved cases may a select few
such former buildings be reconstructed in situ.

This may occur only where there

exists definite

evidence that has been confirmed by experts.
Reconstruction may only be undertaken after the
- approval process has been com
- with the law and permission has
Reconstructed buildings should

such”

nleted In compliance
been granted.

e clearly marked as
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The China Principles are the professional
standards as the Article 38 states:

These Principles were drafted and adopted by
ICOMOS China and approved for public
pronouncement by the State Administration of
Cultural Heritage.

ICOMOS China shall be responsible for the
_ Interpretation of these Principles and
attachments.

When amendments are made, the same
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The Cultural Heritage System
and

e current situation in China
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A There are 2,900 museums in total across
the country.

A The evaluation and ranking for the second-
class and third-class museums have been
conducted.

| /A'Fhere are 171 second-class museums and
- 288 third-class museums.

AThétotaI number of museums of the first,

&
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There are 386 privately-funded
museums registered In cultural
heritage departments,

= accounting for 13.3% of the total
(;/number of museums
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As to the unmovable cultural heritage, there

are 6 batches of state priority protected sites
announced, including 2,352 sites in total.
The 7™ batch is now under evaluation.

There are over 14,000 protected historic

~sites at the provincial level, and over 50,000

~ at the municipal and county level.
76‘§.,722 items as the result of the third suvey.
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oA 10 6 E 2 10 A
A There are 110 national historically and culturally

famous cities and 251 historic villages and towns

A 31 World Cultural Heritage sites or Mixed
Heritage sites

A 208 national parks, and nearly 700 provincial
scenic areas

&

A the 2"d Saturday of every June as the Chinese
Cultural Heritage Day;

A thg 15t batch of 10 historic precincts voted by
expkrt and citizens were announced The 2nd
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Framework of Cultural Heritage Management Departments in China
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Framework of Management Departments for National Parks in China

|_
l State Council
8
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\\H ¢ : Professional | * Municipal
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' 48.6 "H 1Pound=10RMB~~ 2008 1.930A
1T ~ 3 A

A in recent years, the public fund for the protection
of cultural heritage has grown dramatically.

A In 2009, the special fund for the protection of
cultural heritage allocated by the central
government reached 4.86 billion yuan (1

-~ Pound=10 RMB), 1.93 times of that in 2008.

KM he investment of local governments and other
.sources was also surprisingly large.
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A The national social and economic development of China
follows the system of five-year plan--- every five years, a
new goal, priorities and plan will be discussed and decided
at the national | eve®Five-Y2arr i n
Pl an, o the centr al gover nmen
yuan on the protection of large heritage sites (excluding
- other kinds of cultural heritage).

ADur I ng "tFikeey efaX 2 Pl ano peri od,
government will increase greatly its spending on the
“protection of cultural heritage, among which the fund for

the\protectlon of large sites will reach perhaps at least 5
billion yuan.
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A The potential risks between fund and project?

A To achieve the best result of the project by using the
fund requires a lot of talents with proper concepts and
skills, technologies, equipments, and corresponding
systems, procedures and time.

A One of the key issues is

whether the true modern protection philosophy is
~adopted as instruction,

~ whether the strict rules and procedures based on proper
phllosophlcal theory are adopted for restraint,

an?:twhether Integrity and authenticity are understood,
ﬁlnd pursued.

e.’.’
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We should not be misled by the Venice Chairter,
which is only intended for the protection of stone
architecture in Europe?

The excessive Interference with the object to be
repaired and protected and the endless arguments
- over the restoration of the historic architecture
- gwhlch does not exist any more?

 The globalness and localness of the theory and
praglce of cultural heritage protection?
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A By comparing the Principles for the
Conservation of Heritage Sites in China which has

been agreed upon by Chinese counterparts and
some documents in other countries and
International documents, we will find that as far as
the philosophy and principles of protection are
goncerned most countries Iin the world have a lot
ln common.

A the\Burra Charter, the INTACH Charter and the
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The Burra Charter

Considering the International Charter for the
Conservation and Restoration of
Monuments and Sites (Venice 1964), and
the Resolutions of the 5th General
Assembly of the International Council on
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) (Moscow
1978), the Burra Charter was adopted by

_ Australia ICOMOS (the Australian National
Committee of ICOMOS) on 19 August
1979 at Burra, South
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UNPROTECTED ARCHITECTURAL
HERITAGE AND SITES IN INDIA

India has a long and rich tradition of
caring for and maintaining historic
buildings; the philosophy and
technical detalls of ancient practices
are well documented in ancient texts
such asMansara. ¢éEé
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CHARTER FOR'TI-E CONSERVATION OF
UNPROTECTED ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE
AND SITES IN INDIA

1.3

Conserving the unprotected architectural heritage
and sites ensures the su
sense of place and its very character in a
globalising environment. It offers the opportunity
not only to conserve the past, but also to define

-~ _the future. It provides alternate avenues for

- employment and a parallel market for local

'bui'lding materials and technologies, which needs

to be takc,en INto account when resources for
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THE VENICE CHARTER -

Article 1.

The concept of a historic monument embraces not
only the single architectural work but also the
urban or rural setting in which is found the
- evidence of a particular civilization, a significant
_-.-.figd'evelopment or a historic event. This applies not
N only to great works of art but also to more modest
j_slgs of the past which have acquired cultural
S|gmf|c b € Wlth the passing of time.
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“THE VENICE CHARTER

Article 9.

The process of restoration is a highly specialized
operation. Its aim is to preserve and reveal the aesthetic
and historic value of the monument and is based on
respect for original material and authentic documents. It
must stop at the point where conjecture begins, and in
this case moreover any extra work which is
Indispensable must be distinct from the architectural
“’ composition and must bear a contemporary stamp. The

~ restoration in any case must be preceded and followed

by\Qn archaeologlcal and historical study of the




THE VENICE CHARTER

Article 11.

The valid contributions of all periods to the building of a
monument must be respected, since unity of style Is not
the aim of a restoration. When a building includes the
superimposed work of different periods, the revealing of
the underlying state can only be justified in exceptional
circumstances and when what is removed is of little
Interest and the material which is brought to light is of
great historical, archaeological or aesthetic value, and its
. state of preservation good enough to justify the action.
. Evaluation of the importance of the elements involved

“and the decision as to what may be destroyed cannot
rest -sole|¥ on the individual in charge of the work.




THE VENICE CHARTER

Article 12.

Replacements of missing parts must
Integrate harmoniously with the whole, but
- at the same time must be distinguishable
.(;,ﬁrom the original so that restoration does not
a' .faISIfy the artistic or historic evidence.
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THE VENICE CHARTER

Article 15.

V4 /7

e e

All reconstruction work should however be ruled
out "a priori". Only anastylosis, that is to say, the
reassembling of existing but dismembered parts
~ can be permitted. The material used for integration
~ should always be recognizable and its use should
" be the least that will ensure the conservation of a
méhument and the reinstatement of its form.
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The universal truth Is always developing
and I mproving. We
the limitation on the universal values and
rules during different times; however, we
~ must persistin pursuing, summarizing,
.'f/respectmg and following them in the
N \contemporary times.
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Moreover, cultural diversity provides a
base for universal theories and rules. In a
more specific range, the diversity will be
enriched, and the difference of local

‘ | characteristics and requirements will be
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A It is universal to adhere to principles such
as nNnmini mal 1 nterven
Ndi stingui shabl eo an
to guarantee the integrity in maximum.

~ " As for how to realize the ideal objective,
1f"«p:’“’ways and methods vary according to the
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Nara Document on Authenticity highlights
the background and tradition of cultural
di versity. | donot tl
for authenticity in the document are
dispensable; rather, there may be new

: -,upplement
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In the early 20 century, the international advanced field
archaeological achievements promoted the development of modern
Chinese archaeology and cultural heritage protection.

The historical, scientific and artistic values of cultural heritage
summarized by Chinese people in the 1950s identified with the
historical, scientific and aesthetic values proposed by the international
colleagues.

Chinese scholars compared the relationship between the cultural
heritage and the setting to red flowers being set off by green leaves,
. which is indeed the discussion about the setting of the heritage.

- In the 1960s retaining the historic condition of cultural heritage was
stat‘ejkd clearly in laws, and disputes focusing on the historic condition
and heritage use started and lasted till today.

All these ar .-preC|ser the same with the International disputes over the




Some colleagues propose to challenge the
Venice Charter in terms of cultural
heritage type to which it applies,

- Intervention and historic condition during

~_Mmaintenance, authenticity and necessity
‘\"’ \concernlng the heritage reconstruction,

MO0 G Copn I ER | SO J.....L_...L., i

SoSRISE | S | WA TSN | MRS | KT R



SV GRS G | R | S——|

" Ne & A )

—— an-
-

BBl . BTN TS A s W . § oY G TN SO — b LSBT B s D N DO AN EIT A S D -— r® A oo ot
TN | RO, TOSOEN | Y ey RE) W G| St e
! :
T L -.‘;:“J...r:-:;';..,:
6 . :
. - e

e B e —

-

>
oo
o
-
(D)
>

Some colleagues hold that the cultural heritage through
hundreds of yearso weat herin
most valuable and authentic state, thus reflecting the most
glorious period In its history. Therefore, they, neglect the
possible remains of historical structure, propose that the
grandeur shall be re-presented and they should look for the
reliable or even unreliable evidences related to the

~__grandeur. Regardless of the historical information and
~ evidence during the heritage evolution, and of whether the

~ protection state calling for intervention, they insist that the
cultural heritage shall receive large-scale intervention and

reconstruction in a new style.
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The Great Wall(Co 1+ 1 | [ ,1987)
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It is a common demand of each nation, state and the
whole humanity to well preserve and inherit the
creation of our ancestors and the interactive
results between humanity and nature. However,
the way to achieve this goal varies. Authenticity
and integrity reflecting the values of the heritage
are also what to be inherited, thus deciding the

_essence of the heritage. This has been universally
recggnlzed, moreover, technologies and ways to
gu’afantee this will be diversified.
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For example, when facing threatening
pressures such as development pressures,
tourism pressures and natural disasters,
etc., the world also shows some common
features, though effective measures and
_feasible ways will differ under different
objectlve conditions and social context.
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This building is not located in the buffer of the Summer Palace

as a world heritage site.
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During world heritage nomination, China has
added the part of nen
| mprovement o, and mi s
landscape control in the past dozens of
years have been corrected, which are
~acclaimed and admired by international
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Koguryo, China
After nomination
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As for the maintenance techniques typical of
local feature, they also have something in
common even though the properties of the

. same type are located In different areas
~and may be far from each other.
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The great Wall
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Before and after of a repair project
InN Shanxi province
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In the professional terms concerning protection, the
compl ex relationship bet
also exists. For example, the words | G
(baocun)l. and I (lucun)L. In Chinese
correspond to the word n

-~ andl G (baohu)l corresponds to
‘conservationo. |l n t hi s
Qould understand why Italian counterparts

e mphasize fipreservationd
servationo in rigoro
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Some terms are difficult to communicate
because of different philosophic bases,
cultural traditions, historical evolutions,
linguistic practices and logics of thinking. It

- may be impossible to translate them into
_e//other languages though complex
X ,explanatlons are provided.
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A The traditional characteristic component
Dougong and many other terms for ancient
Chinese architecture are transliterated In
English.

ASimiIarIy, imonument o,
Engllsh also lack a perfect translation in Chinese
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A once a cultural heritage is identified, its historic condition
of authentic and integral preservation and inheritance is
generally the state under which it was identified as a
heritage with certain value by humanity.

A Sustainable preservation of such state needs minimal
Intervention,

¢g&mcludlng related setting, which, refers to more than the
surroundlng physical environment of some heritage.

A‘ ,T_f chnologlcal ways and specmc means to achieve the
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World Heritage theories and practices

provide examples to deal with the
rel ati onship between i

| | fleld of heritage preservation, from which
\\‘ 0@ verify the flagship role of World

.
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Resembling the kindness and love of the
humanity, the global nature of the heritage
fleld Is the base for mutual understanding.

Local characteristics and diversity provide the
- _cradle for the global nature, and are the
N origins for the thriving and vigorous cultural
amsLother causes, therefore they must be
respected and obeyed.
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World Heritage List Dunhuang Mogao Caves(l, 11,111V, V,VI)
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World Heritage List the Potala Palace(l,IV,VI)
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World Herltage LI'S'[ Longmen Grottoes I Il III




World Heritage List® Yungang Grottoes(l,ll,llI,1\V)
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Buddhist heritage sites within mixed world heritage properties
Mount Taishan
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Buddhlst cultural herltage existin other World herltage sites

Hangzhou West Lake Cultural Landscape
(Lingyin Temple and the Feilai Feng Peak)




Buddhl | 'Itural herltage eX|st In other world herltage SlteS'l

Hangzhou West Lake Cultural Landscape
(Lingyin Temple and the Feilai Feng Peak)
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Buddhist cultural heritage existin other world herltage sites

the Forbidden Clty In Beljlng (the Hall of the Giant Buddha)
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Buddhist cultural heritage exist in other world heritage»s‘ifé's X
the Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties,
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Buddhlst cultural herltage existin other World herltage
sites the Summer Palace (the Tower of Buddhist Incense and

Fuhai)
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Buddhist cultural heritage exist In other world herltage sites
Chengde Resort and the Surrounding Temples
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Buddhist cultural heritage exist in other world heritage sites
the Ancient City of Pingyao (the colored sculptures)
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total autonomous management by the monks themselves
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Buddhist temple abbots insisted on expansion or extension
when restoration projects were to take place
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World heritage

A In 1985 China signed and formally entered the
Convention Concerning the Protection of the
World Cultural and Natural Heritage generated In
1972.

A Ever since the first batch of world heritage in 1987,
we have developed to possess 43 items of world
- heritage, in which there are 30 items of cultural
__heritage , 9 items of natural heritage, 4 items of
*.';_f"-“'--"\c\ultural and natural(mixed) heritage.
A 9612\¢i‘n the world.
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Mount Taishan (C¢ + 1 | r ,NI, 1987)
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The Great Wall(Co 1+ 1 | [ ,1987)
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Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor (Cé 1 4 ¢ ,1987)
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Peking Man Site at Zhoukoudian(Cl j , 1987)
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In Beljing (C$ 4+ 1 , 1998)
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Mount Qingcheng and the Dujiangyan Irrigation System
(Cia 1  ,2000)
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Capital Cities and Tombs of the Ancient Koguryo, China
(Cdoas 1 11 ,2004)
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