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Natural Sites

A SinharajaForest Reserve
A Central Highlands




Location

\
We are here




China- Total Land Area
0.596,964 Krh

ka Total

Sri Lanka iIs 146 times smaller than China



Sri Lanka is a Bio diversity Hotspot

biodiversity hotspotis abiogeographigegion with a
significant reservoir abiodiversitythat is under threat
from humansNorman Myers



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiversity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Myers

Species diversity &demicity

Some of the Total Endemic
Taxonomic
Groups

In Sri Lanka

Angiosperms 4,203+ 889+ N »
Pteridophytes 336 49 N

Mosses 560+ 66+ Amph'b'aﬁs

Mammals 141 21 e Snfms
i

Fresh water 51 50

crabs Dragonflies

Reptiles 217 131  Floweringplants

Birds 498 34 Mammals
Fresh water 119 55 Butterflies N -7
fish Birds | o

487 species are considered Criticdlgdangered,2012

Source: National Biodiversity Strategic Action Plan, Zux®
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SinharajalForest Reserve

A Date of Inscription:1988

A Criteria:

(IX)to be outstanding examples representing significant
on-going ecological and biological processes in the
evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water,
coastal and marine ecosystems and communities of plants
and animals;

(x)to contain the most important and significant natural
habitats for insitu conservation of biological diversity,
Including those containing threatened species of outstanding
universal value from the point of view of science or
conservation.

A Property :8,864ha




Within SinharajaForest

A number of threatened, endangered and rare species occur

A Approximately 60% of tree species are
endemic many of them rare

A 50% bird, butterfly, and mammal species are
endemic

A Bird diversity and unique bird interactions
known as mixed species feeding flocks




Sinharaja Tree Snake
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“The photographed individual was
s found in the canopy at around 15 m
. above ground level. The rarity of
sightings may be due to a highly
arboreal nature in the mgher
canopy of the lowland wet zone. *

Close relatlves of Sinharaja Tree Snake
belong to genus Dendrelaphis.

All are non-venomous

Ix(mnahs caudolmeolarus
Endcmlc

Photo © Mendis Wickramasinghe ST Infographics: Nalin Balasurlya

2016

A Hidden from sight high in the tree canopy is a
new and vividlycolouredsnake revealed by
veteran herpetologisMendisWickramasinghe

A ac¢cKS ayl 1S tAgBSa Ay |
that could be the reason it eludes the eyes of
researchers who frequerinharaja 1 S K
seen the snake as early as 2001 while conduc
other research and had continued to search fo
this snake afterwards, managing to spot just s
such specimens.

A The new snake name@&ijnharajaree snake or
Sinharajébronzebacked snhake.

Septemberl8, 2016, Sundayimes,MalakaRodrigo


https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/

SinharajaNational Heritage Wilderness Aree

A 11,187 ha Boundary was surveyedzetted
and mapped, 1988

A Boundary was digitized and mapped in 2013
A Managementlans for theproperty available

A Legal protection under the National Heritage
and Wilderness Area Act, 1988



SinharajaNorld Heritage Site

Sinharaja




A Encroachment

A Extraction of non timber forest products/gene piracy
A Invasive species

A Visitor pressure

A Infra-structure development

Legal action

Healthypartnership with locacommunities/
Community empoweringrogrammes



Vigilant public
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Dead end for Sinharaja road

2011-09-16 01:08:00 i 7204 WE 27

The construction of a controversial road cutting through a section of the Sinharaja
Forest — a world heritage site and the only primary rain forest in Sri Lanka was
suspended yesterday amid protests by environmental activists and forestry officials.

Environment Minister Anura Priyadharshana Yapa said the construction work on the roadway had
been suspended because it disturbed the environmental and eco system balance of the pristine
Sinharaja Forest which comes under the Forest Department.

Environmental activists and Forest Conservation Department (FCD) officials threatened to take
legal action if the construction work went ahead on the road across the Sinharaja forest reserve.

“Minister Yapa is of the view that the road development across the protected forest range would
damage the bio-diversity and natural habitat and therefore gave instructions to suspend it with
immediate effect,” a ministry spokesman said.
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: The future ofsinharajaand the periphery
\ By SajeewaChamikara
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"(:@ o Forested land belonging to the Land Reforms
o Commission at the border of the Sinharaja Forest

R D L Reserve that is proposed to be handed over to the

. o~ y Sinharaja National Heritage Forest Reserve. Pictul

Forested Jand proposed te e hanged'over fo the shows how this land is currently being set aside fo
Sinharaja National Heritage Forest. Reserve. ‘development work’




National Forest Monitoring System
Sri Lanka

A Forest offences can be submitted

M (no subject) - iresha.rajz @ Sinharaja Forest Reserve X ¥ [ NFMS portal
— C O v.nfms.lk

lﬁ' English Sinhala Tamil
‘ National Forest Monitoring System Sri Lanka

Feedback Upload KML

[=] Layers [2] 7 S ; ~
[+] Base maps [1] : A hg - :
Administrative [1] ' % .9 B
Forest
Land use land cover
Satellite
Agroecological
Soil
Protected areas
Terrain
Water
Transport

Forest Offences ¥
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Central Highlands of Sri Lanka

A Date of Inscription:22010
A Criteria: (ix)(x)



http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/

