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Natural Sites 
 

ÅSinharaja Forest Reserve 

ÅCentral Highlands of Sri Lanka 



Location 

We are here 



China -  Total Land Area 
9,596,961 Km2 

Sri  Lanka - Total 
Land Area 
65,610 Km2 

Sri Lanka is 146 times smaller than China 



Sri Lanka is a Bio diversity Hotspot 

 

biodiversity hotspot is a biogeographic region with a 
significant reservoir of biodiversity that is under threat 
from humans. Norman Myers 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiversity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Myers


Species diversity & Endemicity  
  in Sri Lanka 

 
  
      
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
487 species are considered Critically Endangered,2012 
 
 Source: National Biodiversity Strategic Action Plan, 2016-2022 

 
 
 

Some of the 
Taxonomic 
Groups 

Total Endemic 

Angiosperms 4,203+ 889+ 

Pteridophytes 336 49 

Mosses 560+ 66+ 

Mammals 141 21 

Amphibians 119 105 

Fresh water 
crabs 

51 50 

Reptiles 217 131 

Birds  498 34 

Fresh water 
fish 

119 55 



Sinharaja Forest Reserve 

 



Sinharaja Forest Reserve 

ÅDate of Inscription: 1988 
ÅCriteria:  

  (ix) to be outstanding examples representing significant 
on-going ecological and biological processes in the 
evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water, 
coastal and marine ecosystems and communities of plants 
and animals; 

  (x) to contain the most important and significant natural 
 habitats for in-situ conservation of biological diversity, 
 including those containing threatened species of outstanding 
 universal value from the point of view of science or 
 conservation. 

 
ÅProperty : 8,864 ha 

 



Within Sinharaja Forest 
A number of threatened, endangered and rare species occur  

 ÅApproximately 60% of tree species are 
endemic many of them rare 

Å50% bird, butterfly, and mammal species are 
endemic  

ÅBird diversity and unique bird interactions 
known as mixed species feeding flocks  



{ƛƴƘŀǊŀƧŀΩǎ slithering new beauty 
2016 

Å Hidden from sight high in the tree canopy is a 
new and vividly-coloured snake revealed by 
veteran herpetologist Mendis Wickramasinghe. 

Å ά¢ƘŜ ǎƴŀƪŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ 
that could be the reason it eludes the eyes of 
researchers who frequent Sinharajaέ IŜ ƘŀŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
seen the snake as early as 2001 while conducting 
other research and had continued to search for 
this snake afterwards, managing to spot just six 
such specimens. 

Å The new snake named, Sinharaja tree snake or 
Sinharaja bronze-backed snake. 

 

September 18, 2016, Sunday Times, Malaka Rodrigo 

 

https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/
https://window2nature.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/sinharajas-slithering-new-beauty/


Sinharaja National Heritage Wilderness Area 

Å11,187 ha Boundary was surveyed, gazetted 
and mapped, 1988  

ÅBoundary was digitized and mapped in 2013 

ÅManagement plans for the property available  

ÅLegal protection under the National Heritage 
and Wilderness Area Act, 1988 

  



Sinharaja World Heritage Site 

 



Issues 

ÅEncroachment 

ÅExtraction of non timber forest products/gene piracy 

ÅInvasive species 

ÅVisitor pressure 

ÅInfra-structure development 

 
  

  

 Legal action 

 Healthy partnership with local communities/ 
 Community empowering programmes 

  

Management 



The future of sinharaja and the periphery 
By Sajeewa Chamikara 

Vigilant public 



National Forest Monitoring System  
Sri Lanka 

ÅForest offences can be submitted 



Central Highlands of Sri Lanka 

ÅDate of Inscription: 2010 

ÅCriteria: (ix)(x) 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/

