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Introduction
ÅTonleSap is the Largest freshwater lake in the SEA

ÅTonleSap fish species richness is ranked 4th of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƭŀƪŜǎ

Å4th most productive fishery lake in the world

ÅThe world largest harvest of watersnakes

ÅLargest breeding colonies of large waterbirdsin SEA.



Conservation History

Â1994: Discovered waterbird colonies

Â1996: Collection measured for the 
first time: 26,000 eggs & 2,600 
chicks

Â1997: TSL recognized as BR by 
UNESCO through MAB.

Â2001: Royal Decree on the Tonle Sap 
Biosphere Reserve issued by RGC.

Â2008: Law on Protected Areas 
issued
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Å65.6% of the total 
lots (177,881 ha) is 
for family fishing

Å34.40% (93,236 ha) 
wasdesignatedas 
fisheryconservation
areasin TSBR

ÅMarch 2012: All of  fishing lots (37 lots 

= 271,117 ha) in TSL was abolished for 

the fishery conservation and 

community fishing.



How to manage, protect and 
monitor an ecosystem that 

undergoes such a phenomenal 
amplitude of change?



Case Study
PrekToalCore Area

PrekToalCore Area   
(21,342 ha)

Å Breeding colonies of 
large waterbirds

Å Unique shrub habitats
Å The Highest catch of 

fishes in the TSBR.



PrekToalManagement Model
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Project Activities & Results

ÅEstablished Field based Headquarter 
& Equipped with research 
equipment

ÅEmployed local residents as rangers 
and provided on job trainings

ÅCore Area boundary demarcation.
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